MB BIBLICAL SEMINARY

Christian Community Development (IM-653), 3 units

Syllabus
Mondays, August 29 — December 12, 2005 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Jim Westgate Randy White
jwestgate@mbseminary.edu RWWhitelam@aol.com

Description: In the past decade Christian Community Development has emerged as an important
factor in relation to the church. CCD has become a powerful tool by which the church can
penetrate deep into its community and bring about transformation through the gospel of Christ.
This course will look at the historical roots of community development that grew out of the
Chicago School of Sociology and then contrast this with a variety of models currently being
developed in Christian contexts. We will examine five major models and the individuals who
have been the driving force behind them. Students will evaluate each model from a biblical,
theological, and philosophical framework.

Ministry and mission objectives:

1. To examine biblical concepts of Christian Community Development and Community
Organizing .

2. To formulate a personal and corporate theology for Christian Community Development.

3. To examine current models of Christian Community Development

Degree related objectives:

1. To equip students with the tools to help churches develop a community development process.

2. To provide a forum to explore personal ideas of Christian Community Development and
local church dynamics related to this process.

3. To prepare students for the difficult task of leading a congregation through the process of
change from being inward oriented to becoming outward oriented to impact their community
with the transforming power of the gospel. .

4. To provide students with the ability to prepare and develop church leadership to change from
a commuter church to a community church.

Course Objectives:

1. To construct a theological and philosophical basis for Christian Community Development.

2. To review a variety of secular community development models and Christian community
development models working in neighborhoods.

3. To examine structures of each model of CCD for transferable principles.

4. To compare the “needs based” approach to “asset based” approach to community
development

5. To construct a model of Christian Community Development that could grow out of your
church context or mission context.
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Class Format: The class will be designed as a seminar format with students working in small
groups to gain practical insights of the material presented.

Required Texts:

Gornik, Mark To Live in Peace. Eerdmans Press, 2002

Lupton, Bob Renewing the City, IVP, 2005

Elliot, Barbara Street Saints, Templeton Foundation Press, 2004

McKnight, John & Kretzman, Jody. Building Communities from the Inside Out. ACTA Pub,
1993

Sider, Ronald; Olson, Ronald; Unruh, Heidi Churches That Make a Difference. Baker Books,
Grand Rapids, 2002

Course Requirements:

Written:
1. Three critical or applicational book reviews of 3 to 4 pages each. Select any four of the
five required books to do your reviews.

a. Critical Reviews should include a very brief paragraph on the thesis of the book
followed by points of agreement and disagreement or questions you raise from the
themes in the book.

b. Applicational book reviews should state the thesis in a brief paragraph and then
share principles or models found in the book that you intend on using in your
ministry.

First Book Review Ron Sider, Churches That Make A Difference - due on Sept.12
Second Book Review — Bob Lupton, Renewing the City due on Oct. 17
Third Book Review Building Communities Form the Inside Out - due on Nov. 7

2. A 12-15 page research paper one of the following topics or see the professor to design a
project.

An evaluation of one of the models of Christian Community Development.
The role of the church in Christian Community Development.

Christian Community Development and Missions

Contrast of MCC and Christian Community Development.

Other — If you have a burning issue related to CCD please share it with me for
approval.

Paper due in Jim Westgate’s box, Dec. 12

agprwdE

Interview:

A list of Christian Community leaders in Fresno will be provided. Students are to interview two
persons on the list and write up a summary of what you discovered about Community
Development. You may team up with another person to do the interview, but each person must
write their own summary of the meeting. The written summary of the interviews will be due on
Nov. 28
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City Scope — In lieu of class on Sept. 26 we will participate with the Fresno Institute For Urban
Leadership on the City Scope. You will participate in a manuscript study and then go on a tour of
the city. You need to turn in your biblical insights from the manuscript study. Due on Oct. 3

CCDA Conference in Indianapolis. If a student goes to the CCDA Conference in Indianapolis
they can write up a summary of the workshops they attend and review of the overall conference
in lieu of their final paper. At the conference students may also interview leadership people in
lieu of the local people on the list handed out in class.

Grading:
Critical Book Reviews 20%
Interviews 20%
City Scope 20%
Research/Conference paper 30%
Attendance and class participation 10%

Academic Policies

The Academic Handbook includes policies on extensions for incomplete course work, academic
integrity, non-discriminatory language, academic appeals, etc. Students are expected to be
familiar with and follow the MBBS academic policies. Violation of academic policies, especially
plagiarism and academic integrity will result in failure of the course. Copies of the Academic
Handbook are available online at www.mbseminary.edu/fresno/policies.

Schedule:

Aug. 29 Introductions, Syllabus, and requirements — Jim
Understanding Cities — Randy

Sept. 5 No class — Labor Day

Sept. 12 Defining Community Organizing and Community Development — Jim and Randy

Sept. 19 Theology and Philosophy of Christian Community Development - Jim & Randy
Street Saints — Randy

Sept. 24 Saturday 9:00a.m. — 3:00 p.m. - Participate with Fresno Institute For Urban
Leadership in City Scope - which includes a manuscript study and city tour.

Sept. 26 No class in lieu of the City Scope with FIFUL

Oct. 3 Ron Sider — Churches That Make a Difference — Jim

Oct. 10 No Class — Module Week

Oct. 17 John Perkin’s model - Restoring At Risk Communities — Randy

Bob Lupton - Renewing The City - Randy
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Oct. 24

Oct. 31

Nov. 7

Nov. 14

Nov. 16-20

Nov. 21

Nov. 28

Dec. 5

Dec. 12

Robert Linthicum — Transforming Power/Systems Approach — Randy
Collaboration and Power in Community Development — Jim

Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF) — Community Organizing - Jim
Pacific Institute of Community Organizing (PICO) — Jim

Asset Based Community Development — Kretzman & McKnight — Jim
2 Kings 4 — Elisha and the Widow — Randy

One By One Leadership — One By One Campus (on site visit) with Craig
Scharton. (Jim and Randy team) What are the success and failures — Kurt

CCDA Conference in Indianapolis — can be used for your final paper or
additional credit. See Jim Westgate for details.

MCC - Orange Cove and Raisin City Project — Videos and special guests — Jim

Relational Culture Institute — Keith Bergthold
Appreciative Inquiry — Jim

Principles of Experiential Leadership in the City — Randy

Students share 5 minute presentations of their papers

Optional - Special one day trip to Pleasanton, CA to visit with the mayor and see some Business
Districts that are doing economic development. One By One is sponsoring this day and will be
led by Craig Scharton. (Cost $65- includes travel, meals, etc) Students may use this write up a
three page summary of their insights from this trip in lieu of a book report.
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Recommended Reading:

Carlson, Deanna The Welfare of My Neighbor. Family Research Counsel, Washington DC,
1999

Cisneros, Henry G. Higher Ground: Faith Communities and Community Building. Washington
D.C. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 1996

Compolo, Anthony Ideas for Social Action. Zondervan Pub. Youth Specialities, 1991

Dennison, Jack City Reaching. William Carey Press, 1999

Dudley, Carl Community Ministry: New Challenges, Proven Steps to Faith Based Initatives.
Alban Institute, 2001

Fuder, John A Heart for the City. Moody Press, 1999

Gordon, Wayne Real Hope in Chicago. Zondervan, 1995

Johnson, Hans P. and Joseph Hayes The Central Valley at a Crossroads: Migration and its
Implications. Public Policy Institute of California, 2004

Jacobsen, Eric Sidewalks in the Kingdom Brazos Press 2003

Kingsley, McNeely, & Gibson. Community Building Coming of Age. The Urban Institute

Kunstler, James Howard The Geography of Nowhere. Touchstone N.Y 1993

Kysar, Robert Called To Care Fortress Press, 1991

Love INC Forming a Nonprofit Corporation. Love INC. Minneapolis, 2003

Love INC Board of Directors Development. Love INC Minneapolis, 2003

Lupton, Bob Return Flight. FCS Urban Ministries, 1993

Linthicum, Bob Empowering the Poor. MARC 1991

McKnight, John The Careless Society. BasicBooks, 1995

McLaughlin, Milbrey; Irby, Merita; Langman, Juliet Urban Sanctuaries. Jossey Bass, 1994

Mezirow, Jack, Learning as Transformation. Jossey Bass, 2000

Niebuhr, Richard Christ and Culture. Harper Torchbooks, 1951

Olasky, Marvin The Trajedy of American Compassion. Regnery Pub. Inc. 1992

Olasky, Marvin; Schlossberg, Herbert; Berthoud, Pierre; Pinnock, Clark Freedom, Justice and
Hope. Crossways Books, 1988

Perkins, John Beyond Charity: The Call to Christian Community Development. Baker Books ,
Grand Rapids, 1993

Philips, Oliver The 12 Step Program: Steps to Starting a Compassionate Ministry Center.
Nazarene Compassionate Mnistries, Kansas City, MO. 2001

Pierce, Neil R. & Steinbach, Carol F. Corrective Capitalism, The Rise of America’s Community
Development Corporations. New York, 1987

Reed, Gregory J. Economic Development Through the Church. Zondervan, 1993

Roger, Mary Beth Cold Anger University Press

Shabecoff, Alice Rebuilding for Communities. World Vision 1992

Van Engen, Charles; Tiersma, Jude God So Loves the City. MARC1994

Vidal, Avis C. Rebuilding Communities: A National Study of Urban Community Development
Corporations. New York, 1992

White, Randy. Journey to the Center of the City. IVCF, 1996

Winer, Michael; Ray, Karen Collaboration Handbook. Amherst H. Wilder Foundation 1994
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